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THE NEWSLETTER OF THE CALIFORNIA CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN GOURD SOCIETY  

In Memory of Larry ñMACò MacClelland 
 

 Our dear Larry Mac passed away February 7, 2010. Larry had been 

sick for a long time.  

 Larry was a native Californian, having resided in Southern California 

all his life.  He received his Bachelor Degree and did graduate study in 

art at UCLA, specializing in painting. 

 Gourds became his media of choice in 1994, and he felt "Gourds 

offer an endless variety of subject matter and expression."  One of 

Larry's specialties was his whimsical "critters" that included birds, cows, 

giraffes, ant eaters, armadillos, turtles and quail.  He also did fantasy 

creatures and whimsical people as well.  His "Queen Bea" has been a big 

favorite at the festivals.  Another signature of Larry's was his dot paint-

ing technique, influenced by Australian Aboriginal art.   

 This technique was a favorite among people who took his classes on 

dotted gourds. He also created Southwestern themes, influenced by Ana-

sazi and Mimbres pottery. 

 Larry was the winner of multiple awards and ribbons for his art, in-

cluding awards from the California Gourd Society competition at the 

Welburn Festival in 

Fallbrook, as well as 

the Arizona Gourd 

Society at Casa 

Grande, and the Art 

and Cultural Center 

in Fallbrook.   

 A remembrance and display of Larry and his work will be featured at the 

Leiser 2010 Festival; Leiser Farms will offer a special award at their 2010 

Northern California CGS Art Competition for selection of a gourd artist who 

best represents Larry's style of whimsy, color and creativity.  A remembrance 

and display of Larry's work is also being planned for the 2010 Welburn Festival 

as well as a special award during the competition. 

 Larry's work is featured in Ginger Summit and Jim Widess' book, entitled 

ñMaking Gourd Dolls and Spirit Figuresò. 

 Before Larryôs passing the California Gourd Society had originally planned 

to honor his retirement in this issue of the Golden Gourd. I have included some 

of the pictures and stories received. We will have more on display at the 

òCelebration of Larryôs Lifeò. 

 Judy and Larry Cunningham and others are planning to have a ñCelebration 

of His Lifeò sometime this spring. This will most likely take place in Southern 

California.  

 If you have any favorite Larry recipes, stories or pictures you would like to 

have included in the ñCelebrationò please forward them to: 

editorgoldengourd@yahoo.com. 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
 

To promote the horticulture, crafting and appreciation of the hard-

shelled gourds (Lagenaria Siceraria) by providing charitable and 

educational activities to members of the society, growers, artists, 

crafters, business people and the public through community support 

and education. 
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Immediate  

Past Presidentôs Message 

My swan song: 
 

My dear gourd friends, 

 

I write this, my final presidential message, 

as the immediate past president of the 

California Gourd Society.  On January 16, 

2010, the Board of Directors of CGS 

confirmed Sylvia Nelson as our new president.  I wish to thank both Sylvia and Cecile 

Garrison who were willing to take on the responsibilities of leadership of CGS.  I am 

very gratified by the number of you who took time to exercised your opportunity to 

voice your opinion about who you thought would be a good leader for our society.   

 

The Board listened carefully to what our presidential candidates had to say about 

themselves and their vision of the future of our society.  I know Sylvia will be a 

president who will continue to call for your opinions on various topics and keep 

interesting activities happening for you.  Sylvia and I will be in Visalia for the Baskets 

and Gourds, Containers of our Culture Conference in April.  At that time I will 

publicly introduce Sylvia and pass the gourd crown and scepter to her.  I hope you will 

plan to be at the conference and attend the Saturday, April 17th, evening speakers and 

buffet  and give her a warm welcome.   

 

In my role as the ñImmediate Past Presidentò I will be supporting Sylvia and helping 

her during the transition.  I will be coordinating the Northern California Gourd Art 

Competition at the Leiser Farms Gourd Festival in May as well as the CGS Gourd Art 

Competition at Welburn Farm in June. (We are actively seeking volunteers to take 

over the coordination of our art competitions.  Perhaps YOU can do your part and 

volunteer for one of these positions.)  Needless to say we need lots of support from 

volunteers in order to present each of these events.  Please e-mail me if you can help 

with judging as an AGS certified judge, serve as a clerk for judging, help with setting 

up the show and checking in art, help with monitoring the show or in any other 

capacity.  I hope you will help make these two shows the best of my tenure as 

president.   

Jill Walker 

 

Take it away, Sylvia....... 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

I want to challenge each patch to submit a minimum of 10 entries, to these shows.  

(The Northern California show is open to all CGS members but we cannot accept 

mailed entries.) We will be offering $100.00 to the patch that has the highest total 

number of entries in the two shows.   
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Please Welcome our new President Sylvia Nelson 
 
Presidentôs Patch 

 
I am so excited to be the President of the California Gourd Society. I 

want to thank everyone who voted for me. I will be taking over from 

Jill but I canôt replace her. Fortunately she promised to teach me 
everything she knows! 
 

Cecile Garrison was a wonderful candidate and we enjoyed getting 

to know each other. Hopefully she will be a vital part of CGS. In fact, 
everyone (that means you) is needed to make CGS a strong and 

vital organization.  How can you do this? Support your local patch. 

Enter in the California Gourd Society Competitions at the Leiser  
and/or Welburn Festivals. Volunteer to work in the CGS booth at 

Festivals around the state and share your love of gourds with oth-
ers. Think about becoming part of the leadership of CGS.  Write an 

article for the Golden Gourd - it could be an article about something 

your patch is doing or has accomplished, a review of a book about 
gourds, an interview with someone your have learned gourd tech-

niques from, or something you have learned and want to pass on.  
 

Join me in growing the California Gourd Society. Feel free to email 
me with any suggestions or questions you have at:  

cagourdpres@frontier.com 

I am new at this and we can learn and grow together.  
 

I am saddened by the passing of Larry McClelland. I had the privilege of taking some classes from him and really ad-
mired his work and his dedication to CGS. He will be missed.  
 

Sylvia Nelson 

A Gift to CGS from the Larry D. McClelland Trust 
 

As many of you know already, in February the gourd community lost one of its dear members,  Larry 

McClelland.  The California Gourd Society and its members meant a great deal to Mac.  As a final gesture to 

CGS Mac made a bequest of some of his estate.  Early in March Jill Walker, Betsy Roberts and Judy Cunningham 

met at Larryôs home to begin taking possession of raw gourds, gourd art, art supplies and tools as well as art re-

lated books.  Whole and cut gourds as well as partially completed projects were bagged.  Art materials were 

sorted and boxed.  Larryôs art and his collection of other artistôs work were carefully photographed, cataloged and 

packed.  Some 29 bags  of raw gourds were distributed to patches throughout the state.  Some gourds were also 

reserved for use at the Patch Leader meeting.  Most of the 185 pieces of art and boxes of books were transported 

to Knights Landing to be stored by Greg and Mary Leiser to be sold for the benefit of CGS in the coming months.  

The art supplies were broken into 6 lots of 2 boxes each and given to groups that do gourd out reach projects of 

various types.  We will be displaying some of Larryôs art and offering some of it for sale at three up-coming 

events:  April 17-18 in Visalia at the Baskets and Gourds, Containers of Our Culture III Conference; May 15-16 

in Knights Landing at the Leiser Farms Gourd Festival; and June 26-27 in Fallbrook at the Welburn Farms Gourd 

Festival.  We have already had inquiries from people interested in purchasing pieces from the collection so act 

promptly when pieces become available.  We hope to have a portfolio of photos of the art work available by the 

April Patch Leader meeting in Visalia. The Board is still discussing how to sell the remainder of the bequest but 

rest assured we will keep you informed.  



 

 

The San Diego County Gourd Patch 

Presents the 1st Annual  

ñGOURDSTOCKò Festival 

  

 June 11 & 12, 2010  
Bates Nut Farm;  

15954 Woods Valley Rd. Valley Center, CA 92082  
 

Easy to find and access in North San Diego County  

  Open to the public, free parking, free Entrance  

 

Groovy value! 
 

Ï Vendors (tools,gourds,supplies,materials)  

Ï Classes  (Fri and Sat priced at a value)  

Ï Demonstrations (free)  

Ï Make & Takes (kits and training)  

Ï Opportunity Drawings ($1)  

Ï Fine Art Show (bring your camera)  

Ï Educational Venues (learn stuff)  

Ï Food (hot dog/snack stand)  

Ï Join our Patch & CGS  

 
Applications for Vendors and Teachers are at our website:  

 

  www.sandiegocountygourdpatch.com  
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